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Brief for the Eastern Ontario Liberal Caucus
October 22, 2004

The Alliance to End Homelessness in Ottawa welcomes the opportunity to discuss our
ideas and concerns about homelessness and housing in Ottawa. Our coalition represents a
broad cross section of 72 organizational members and funders who provide services and
shelter to those who are homeless or at risk of homelessness in Ottawa.

In its work, the Alliance is finding a critical and growing need for the Province to
increase funding for services that help people at risk of homelessness keep their homes.
The Province is on the right track helping Ottawa offer assistance with housing loss
prevention programs, drop-in programs and other services available during the day.
Increasing funding for such programs is the most effective way to help to stop the flow of
people who may eventually need to use a shelter.

We are pleased the Province is recognizing the need for a broad approach to meeting the
housing needs of low-income citizens. In the long term, we encourage the Province to fully
match Federal funds made available for affordable housing and to work toward a
significant increase in social housing funding for cities. In the short term, we applaud the
recent increase in minimum wage and OW and ODSP, but recognize that further increases
are needed to help people keep their homes. At the same time, we urge that the Province
recognize the great need for sufficient low-income rental accommodation in the private
market.

Secondly, the Alliance is finding that Ottawa needs increased supports for people in
supportive and transitional housing. Here in Ottawa, we have put emphasis on using
federal SCPI funds for bricks and mortar, but what is missing are sufficient ongoing
Provincial supports and services that are needed to accommodate homeless persons with
a variety of special needs - addictions, mental illness, history of abuse etc.

The Ministry of Community and Social Services has the infrastructure for supports in
place as does the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care for mental health and
addictions supports, but we urge you to consider an increase of at least 3% this next year.
We also commend the Province for its recognition of the importance of local flexibility in
the proposed consolidation the five MCSS funding streams for homelessness and urge
that those discussions be followed through on.

Finally, the Alliance with its extensive membership would be very pleased to facilitate a
greater awareness of both our achievements and the ongoing and emerging needs in
responding to homelessness and the need for affordable housing in Ontario’s second
largest city. Perhaps this could be accomplished by the organization of a meeting pulling
together Ottawa’s local agencies and service providers and the relavent Ministies.

Note: A Fact Sheet, since replaced by the Report Card on Homelessness in Ottawa, and
information on the Alliance to End Homelessness, including its membership list were also
submitted.



